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Dear Community member,

Adams County School District 50 is reinventing itself and we
believe that with the commitment of our staff and the support of
our communi ty, we can become @&
complish this, we must ensure we spend our limited funds

wisely. The budget process is ongoing and includes long-range
forecasting and planning. Our 2010-11 budget, adopted by our
Board in June 2010, focuses on effective use of resources 1o en-
sure the success of every student.

fLighthous

This booklet is designed to give you an overview of budgetd
where our income cOmMes from and how we spend it. We hope
you find this information useful and informative. We encourage
you to become involved in our district and to participate in the
reinvention of Adams County School District 50.

Sincerely,

Ll LSk

Roberta L. Selleck, Ph. D.
Superintendent of Schools

Adams County School District 50 is a district that

Ensures studentsod skil!l

successful 21% Century citizen. s and knowledge

Hono ' '
rs and embraces the diversity of its school community.

Nurtures th [ '
e love of learning and inquiry with every District 50 student

Serves as a |l ighthouse di

achievement and life long success. strict in the

Mission:  Push to Excel; Prepare to Succeed.




This guide is designed to introduce you to the Adams County School District 50 (ACSD50) budget
and how it works. It will walk you through th
Youdbll | earn where the money comes from, how t
as a taxpayer, and how Colorado school finance works.
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For more detailed information about the Adams County School District 50 budget visit
www.Adams50.orgunder tab About/District 50 information/Financial Information or contact the
Assistant Superintendent of Finance/Operations at (3@28-3511.
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WHO IS ADAMS 507?

A dams County School District 50 is

located in Westminster, Colorado just
northwest of Denver. The first school in
Westminster dates back to 1877. Four
districts served the Westminster area from
this time to the early 1900sd Utah
Junction, Westminster District, Baker
District and Berkeley Garden District. Each
district had eight grades but no high
school. In 1928 three of the districts,
Westminster, Baker and Berkeley Gardens,
joined together and built a high school
that opened its doors in 1929. The first

graduating class had four studentsd the class of 1931.In May of 1946 the three
districts formed School District No. 50 and in May of 1954, Utah Junction was added.
Today, District 50 continues to serve the students of Westminster with two high
schools, three middle schools, 12 elementary schools and one preschool.

Recently, one new elementary school was built (Hodgkins elementary) and one new
high school (Westminster High School) due to the successful passage of a bond in

2006.

New Westminster high school. September 2009




District 50
BASICS

Teachers and Other Licensec 532.03
Staff

Paraprofessional/Office 206.90
Support

Administrators/ 55.50
Professional & Technical
Craft/Trades/Services 144 .50
Total 9038.93

Salaries and benefits are ap-
proxi mately 81% of tF
general fund budget.



How does District
50 compare In
Size to other dis-
tricts in the state?

Colorado is made up of 178 school dis-
tricts. Most of the district are rural and
have a small number of students.

Adams 50 is primarily located in the City
of Westminster, a northwest suburb of
Denver. The geographic area of the
District is 17.5 square miles located in
Adams County. The District ranks 20th
by pupil membership in the state of
Colorado, which makes it the third larg-
est school district in Adams County.

District 50 projected funded pupil count
for 2010-11 school year is 9,610.5 stu-
dents.

Figures

SCHOOLS NUMBER OF BUILDINGS
PRESCHOOL 1
ELEMENTARY 12

MIDDLE 3

SENIOR HIGH 1, 1 Alternative
CHARTER SCHOOL 1

TOTAL 19

ETHNICITY:

69 percent Hispanic
22 percent White
6 percent Asian
2 percent Black
1 percent Native American

2009-10 Figures

93 percent attendance rate

64 percent graduation rate (Class of 2009)

76 percent of students are eligible for free or reduced price lunch.

43 percent of students are English Language Learners.

Source: Colorado Department of Education



Adams 50 Budget Snapshot

For the 2010-2011 Adams County School District 50 has a budget appropriation of

$143 million funded from state, local and
federal sources.

The Adams County School District 50
budget is used to teach students; transport
students to and from school; maintain build-
ings and grounds; pay teacher, support staff,
and administration salaries; provide health
and retirement benefits; and furnish training.

As a result of bond and mill levy elections,
voters have approved funding which has
helped renovate buildings and provide addi-
tional instructional support and programs.

At the center of ACSD50 are the students. While the financial health is crucial to
maintaining a lighthouse district, the main broader objective is ensuring excellence

and equity in education for all our students.



Understanding Your
School DI stri ct

This gui de focuses on t he-lldcheotyear. dhedés budg
District strategically budgets an annual spending plan which provides quality

instruction and educational programs for all students. This budget process

ensures that taxpayerso monies are spent
with the goal of achieving our mission.

Education and schools consistently rank as
one of the top areas of interest to citizens
as measured by a variety of opinion polls
each year; however, school funding and
school district budgets are a bit of a mys-
tery.

The budget is complex and covers all the
costs of running District 500 educating,
feeding and transporting students as well
as maintaining and updating school build-
ings. Funds to operate our schools come
from several different sources, including lo-
cal property taxes, state aid and federal
grants.

Detailed information and summary of the
Di st r i ¢201d Adofed Budiget is provided at www.adams50.0rg under
financial transparency.

Information regarding education funding in Colorado can also be found on the
following websites.

. Colorado School Finance Project - http://www.cosfp.org

. Colorado Department of Education -
http://www.cde.state.co.us/index_finance.htm

. State of Coloradod http://www.colorado.gov

On the pages that follow, exactly where our money comes from and how it is
spent is explained.



